Il6           SHE     MADE    WORLD     CHAOS

and only lived for him." Then she was so kind to me, kinder
than she has ever been yet, and said I was like her own
child and a comfort to her ! '

In June, 1861, they went to Osborne, taking William with
them. The public showed great interest and enthusiasm in
the visit, for not only was the Princess Royal coming to
England for the first time as Crown Princess of Prussia, but
she had brought her son William, the heir to the Throne,
about whom there had been so many strange rumours.
Their stay at Osborne was quite uneventful, but Kaiser
William II, writing in exile many years later, has recorded
that it must have been during that visit that he was dandled
by the Prince Consort in a table napkin, for the next time he
came to England his grandfather was in his grave.

Bertie came to Potsdam that September. He was to
meet his future bride, though he did not know it. It had
been carefully arranged with the Grand Duchess of Mecklen-
burg-Schwerin. They took Bertie .to see Spiers Cathedral.
He was not especially impressed until he came face to face
with a beautiful girl in the aisle. The girl's chaperon came
forward and greeted his sister effusively, for, oddly enough,
Alix of Denmark was also being shown round Spiers
Cathedral. Delighted to meet the Danish Princess, Bertie
became an enthusiastic archaeologist and prolonged the tour
as much as possible by a minute inspection of every detail.
His sister did not doubt that he would have little difficulty
in falling in love with Alix, if he had not already done so.
The matter was as good as settled.

William. I, King of Prussia, was crowned with medieval
ceremony in the ancient chapel of Konigsberg on October
igth, 1861. On this occasion the Crown Princess must have
made a remarkable impression on all the Kings and Grand
Dukes of Germany, the Princes of Europe, and the other
State guests, if the enthusiastic description of Lord
Clarendon, Queen Victoria's representative, can be credited.
Indeed, to him, as also to Lord Granville, she carried off the
honours in the Coronation. The Crown Princess appeared in
gold and ermine with white satin. One lady-in-waiting